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LImericks

What 1s a limerick, Mother?

It's a form of verse, answered Brother,
In which lines one and two
Rhyme with five when 1it's through

And three and four rhyme with each other.

The limerick's callous and crude,

Its morals distressingly lewd;
It's not worth the reading
By persons of breeding -

It's designed for us vulgar and rude.

The limerick packs laughs anatomical
Into space that 1s quite economical.

But the good ones I've seen

So seldom are clean -
And the clean ones so seldom are comical.



There was a young girl of Madras
Who had a magnificent ass;
Not round and pink,
As you probably think -
It was grey, had long ears, and ate grass.

Y BpoBbl U3 npeaMmectbsa CeH-XocCT

boin BeCcbMa 3ameudaTesibHbIn OIOCT
boin OH MpamopHO-6esibiM
bakeHbapgpl vMen OH

N Tabnunuky «llucatenb M. llpycT».



Fdward Lear

Jlnmeprkun ¢ nepesogammn TatbsaHbl CTamMOBOW

There was an Old Man with a nose,
Who said, 1f you choose to suppose
That my nose 1is too long,

You are certainly wrong!

That remarkable Man with a nose.

Xun Ha cBeTe CTApWUK C AJINHHBIM HOCOM.
Ecnn kKTOo npubnmxancs C¢ BOMPOCOM,
OH kpuuan: Konb BOMNpocC

CHoBa GyaeT npo Hoc,

To katuTecb oTcCiga C Bonpocom!




There was an 0ld Man with a beard,

Who said, It is just what I feared! -
Two Owls and a Hen,

Four Larks and a Wren

Have all built their nests in my beard!

There was an 0ld Person from Gretna,
Who rushed down the crater of Etna;
When they said, 'Is it hot?'

He replied, 'No, it's not!’

That mendacious 0Old Person of Gretna.

bopopgay, uTOo XMBET B Tebeppe,
[lnakan: HeT MHe MNOKOA Hurpge. -
[lBa ckBOpuUA M OBCSHKA,

Tpn ppo3pa n 3apsaHKa

CeBunn rHé3spa B Moen 6Gopopge!

OanHokunm reorpad mn3 [peTHsl
OnycTuncsa Ha cnop B KpaTtep JTHbI.
Ha Bonpoc: [ops4o?
OTBeuan: He, Huuo!
XNAaAHOKPOBHbIM reorpad mn3 [peTHbl.



There was an old poet named Lear,
Who wrote limericks year after year
Neither funny nor crude
Neither witty nor lewd
Was this stupid old poet named Lear!

(A. CocuHckun)



Epigrams

What is an Epigram? A dwarfish whole;
Its body brevity, and wit its soul.

(Samuel Taylor Coleridge)



HA HBIOTOHA W SUHWTENHA

Nature, and Nature’s Laws lay hid in Night. Bbbin 3TOT MUp rNybOKOM TbMOW OKYTGAH.
God said, Let Newton be! And All was Light. lla 6ynet cBeT! U BOT siBUACSA HbIOTOH.

(Alexander Pope)

It could not last; the Devil shouting «Ho! Ho caTtaHa Heponro xaan peBaHla.
Let Einstein be!» restored the status quo. [lpywen JWUHWTENH - U CTANO BCE, KAK paHblie.

(Sir John Squire)



Morna nn bwuye cnoBHo LaHT TBOpPUTDH,
Unn Jlaypa xap nwobsn BOCCNABUTbL?

1 HAyuuna XeHWwuMH roBopuUTb. ..

Ho, boxe, kak ux 3aMonyatb 34dCTaBUTb!

(AHHa AxmaToBa)



When I am dead,

I hope 1t may be said
«His sins were scarlet,
But his books were read».

(Hilaire Belloc)

I'm tired of Love: I'm still more tired of Rhyme.
But Money gives me pleasure all the time.

(Hilaire Belloc)



B AkagemMunm Hayk
3acenaeT KHA3b [yHAYK.
[oBOpAT, He nopgobaeT
[lyHAYyKY Takas 4ecTb;
[louemMy X OH 3acepaet?
[loTOMYy 4TO X...d eCTb.

(A.C.Mywkwnn)



OcTtaTtbcsa 6e3 Hocy — Haw Makkasen 6osncs,
[lpnexan Ha BOAbI — U C HOCOM OH OCTaNCH.

(M.10.lepmoHTOB)



Cpitapns

Here 1ies my wife: here let her lie!
Now she's at rest — and so am I.

(John Dryden)

Stranger, approach this spot with gravity:
John Brown is filling his last cavity.

(Tombstone of a dentist)



Here lies the body of Edith Bone. [IOKOMHMK XWMNn KAk nepcT OoAuviH

All her 1ife she lived alone, N npo3biBancsa KOHCTAHTWH,
Until death added the final s Ho BCceM M3BeCTeH Ha NorocTte
And put an end to her loneliness. [loA MMEHEM UrpuBbIM KOCTMW.

(Edith Bone)



Life 1s a jest, and all things show 1it; Kakas wyTka - Hawa XM3Hb 3eMHas!
I thought so once, but now I know 1it. Tak paHblwe agyman . Tenepb 9 3TO 3HAW.

(John Gay) (C.Mapuwak)



Here lies an Atheist
All dressed up
And no place to go.



HaCTYLLKN

Tonntcsa, TonNUTCSA B oropoae 6aHA,
XeHnTCAa, XeHUTCA MOU MUNEHOK BaHs.
He Tonucb, He TonMucCb B oropoge 6aHs,

He XeHuWCb, He XeHUCb MO MUNEHOK BaHs...

MeHa mama poawuna

C KpacHoOro saunuka.
PaszsepHyna, nornsgena -
A s 6onbweBNYKA.

DX Orypuumku,

la nommaopumkun.
CtanuH KnpoBa ybun
B kopupopuunke.

PaccTtpensanu cropsJa
Pycckne pabouune
Tpoukoro n Unbunua

WU BCE TaAKoe npouee.



Jacques Prevert

La Cene TanHas Beueps

Ils sont a table, 1ls ne mangent pas, AnocTonbl BCe 3a CTOJIOM, CUAAT,
Ils ne sont pas dans leur assiette Ho He B cBoen Tapenke — He egAT:
Et leur assiette se tient toute droite, Tapenkn BeAb ABeHAAUATb B psif,

Verticalement derriére leur téte. 30 rofioBOM y HWUX BUCAT.



Louis I
Louis II
Louis ITII
Louis IV
Louis V
Louis VI
Louis VII
Louis VIII
Louis IX
Louis X (dit le Hutin)
Louis XI
Louis XII
Louis XIII
Louis XIV
Louis XV
Louis XVI
Louis XVII
Louis XVIII

et plus personne plus rien... n 6osblle HUKOFO U HUYEero
qu'est-ce que c'est que ces gens-la TAK HEeyXenu 3TN MYXUKMK
qui ne sont pas foutus de compter jusqu'a vingt? HEe MOryT COCuMTaTb A0 ABAAUATWU?



Voltaire

L’autre jour au fond d’un vallon, Buepa, korga emy rynstTb C/yuunochb
Un serpent piqua Jean Fréron. 3Mest OpepoHa yKycuna nogso.
Que croyez-vous qu’il arriva ? N uTo X TOraa TYT C HUMW MPUKIOYUNIOCH?

Ce fut le serpent qui creva. 3Mesa, a He OpepoH, B TOT 4YacC noaoxna.



Théophile de Viau

(1590-1626)

Tu dis que Georges est paresseux;
Ton discours est peu véritable;
Car 11 est toujours parmi ceux
Qui sont des premiers a la table.



| eoprun VIBaHOB

Ynan KpecToHOCel Ccpefb KOMUUA WU pOpiMd,
Ynan, He yBuaes Wepycanuma.

Y cepaua npmxaTta CTajJbHASA nepyartka,
W Ha yxo wenueT emy auxopagka:

— 3apowT, 3apowT B rnybokyw sy,
3abypewb, 3abypewb [lpekpachHyio [amy,
[nasa ronybble, XeMuyXHble njeun. ..

W nbBMHOE cepaue OpOXUT KAK OBeube.



Ko3bMa | [pyTKOB

btg.n &n. v l“'
™ PPy
v‘ ' r




OCAZIA MAMBbI

lleBaTb net AoH llegpo lomeun,
[lo npo3BaHb JleB KacTtunbu,
OcaxgaeT 3amok [lamby,
MosoKOM OAHWM MUTASICb.

WU Bce Boucko poHa [legpa,
JleBATb ThICAY KACTUNbSAHLEB,
Bce, no gaHHoMmy obeTy,

He kacawTcsa MSACHOro,

Huxe xneba He cHenawT;
[Ibl0T OAHO Wb MOJIOKO.
Bcsaknn geHb oHM cnabewT,

()

N oT Bomcka poHa lleapa
Hanvuo epBa octanocb
JleBaTHAAUATH YenoBek.

Ux cobpan aoH [legpo [omel,
W ckazan mMm: «JleBATHAAUATb!
PazoBbeM CBOM 3HAMEHd,

B TpybGbl rpomMkue B3birpdem
W, yoapuBum B NUTABPSI,
[lpoub OT [lamBbl Mbl OTCTYMNUM
be3 cTbipa u 6e3 00OA3HM.
XOTb Mbl KpenoCTW He B3su,
Ho noknsscTbCsi MOXeM CMeJsio
[lepen CcoOBeCTbi0 M 4YeCThbi0:
He Hapywvinn Hun pasy

Hamn paHHoOro obera,

()

A kannaH ero [lnero
Tak ckazan cebe CKBO3b 3YyObl:
«Ecnnm 6 a 6b1 NONKOBOALEM,
A 6 obeT aan ecTb auvib MSACO,
3anneBas CAHTYPUHCKUM .

A, ycnbwas TO, AOH [legpo
[lpon3HeC CO FpOMKUM CMEXOM:
«lMopapntb emy 6apaHa;

OH mn3psigHO noAawyTua» .



A.K.ToncTtou

UCTOPUS TOCYOAPCTBA POCCUMCKOIO

58 6l
Becenas uapuvua Jnwb HapoGHO Hapoay,
boina Enuncaser: KoTopoMmy Bbl MdTb,
[loeT n Becenurtcs, Ckopee paTtb cBobopy,
llopspka TONbKO HeT. Ckopen cBoGomy AATb».

59 62
Kakas x TyT npuymHa «Messieurs, — vM BO3pasunad
W rpe xe kopeHb 3na, OHa, — vous me comblez» -
Cama ExkaTepuHa W ToTuac npukpenuna
[loCTUrHYyTb He Morna. YKpavHueB K 3eme.

60

«Madame, npu BAc Ha AUBO
[lopagok pacuserter, —
[lucann en y4yTuBO

Bonbtep n Anpepot, -



A. M. 2KeMUy>XHVNKOB

AYMbl U HABJIOAEHUSA

[lpn Gopuwe wan npu wax
3asepwaeT pegko nup
bnaHmaHxe .

BovH, O6biBIMM HA 4vacax,
OTapixaeT, CHSIB MyHOMp,
B Hernmxe.

XemMuyr B HMTKAX M Bewax
[lokynaeT woBenump
Oabepxe.



| eoprun VIBaHOB

Xn3Hb npofosKaeTCHa pacCyAKy BOMpeKkwu.

Ha 10XKHOM COfHbiwKEe GONTAIT CTAPUKMK:

— MockoBckue 6anbl... CumMbupckast noroaa. . .
Bennkas BomHa... KepeHckas cBoboga. ..

W — ckopo copok neT y OpaHumm B rocTsX.

Xy)xokaHbe B yepenax U XOJIOAOK B KOCTSX.
— MacoHckun 3aroBop... 0cobeHHO eBpewu...
NeuaTannce? A rpe? B kakom ['mnepbopee?

...Ha MyTHOM cosHbllLKe Mokou v bGnaroadTthb,

OHM HapewTCsA, yXe HefoNro XadTb —

BockpecHeT TBepgapin 3HAK, BepHETCH SATb C GUTOW
N 3acnsaeT XmM3Hb 3MNOXOU 30JI0TOI0.



HO.3.Po3eHb1ioMm

EanHMUpl n3mepeHbs

ECTb BO BCAYECKUX MNONSIX.
buonone, 6e3 COMHeHbS,
U3mepsieTca B pybnsx.



MOW CTUXW

Moum CTuxam, KAk AparoueHHbM BUHAM,
HacTtaHeT cBou depepn.

(M.UBeTaeBa)

Mon cTuxm mmelT uUenb CBO -

[lns oaHOpA30BOro ynoTpebneHus,
Kak Ta 6éymara B TOM yupexgeHuu,
[Ae, B OCHOBHOM, A MX N CO34410.



Willlam Makepeace [hackeray

(1811-63)

SORROWS OF WERTHER

Werther had a love for Charlotte
Such as words could never utter;

Would you know how first he met her?
She was cutting bread and butter.

Charlotte was a married lady,

And a moral man was Werther,

And for all the wealth of Indies
Would do nothing for to hurt her.

So he sigh’d and pin’d and ogled,
And his passion boil’d and bubbled,
Till he blew his silly brains out,
And no more was by 1t troubled.

Charlotte, having seen his body
Borne before her on a shutter,
Like a well-conducted person,

Went on cutting bread and butter.



Vliore Limeric

MyX4uunHbl borom co3aaHbl

[na BCEBO3MOXHbIX COBEpLEHUN ;
KTo ons npuHATUA peleHuu,

KTo ans noaaHusi npoweHun,

KTO nMpoCTO TAK — HOCUTb WTAHbI.

(10.3.Po3eHbniOM)

S



There was a young lady of Niger
Who smiled as she rode on a tiger;
They returned from the ride
With the lady inside,
And the smile on the face of the tiger.



Archimedes, the well-known truth seeker,
Jumping out of his bath, cried Eureka!
He ran half a mile
Wearing only a smile
And became the very first streaker.



There was a Young Lady of Russia,

Who screamed so that no one could hush her;
Her screams were extreme,
No one heard such a scream,

As was screamed by that lady of Russia.

Xvna pgama opgHa Ha Pycwu,
Tak kpunyana — CBATbIX BbIHOCK!
E€ kpuk 6bl1 Benuk,
bbin CcunbHee TOT KpuUK
KpnkoB BCex, 4TO CJibiiHbl HA Pycwu.

(M. A.Upacman)



A right-handed fellow named Wright,
In writing «write», always wrote «rite»
Where he meant to write right.
If he'd written «write» right
Wright would not have wrought rot writing «rite».

A fly and a flea in a flue

Were imprisoned, so what could they do?
Said the fly, «Let us flee!»
«Let us fly!» said the flea.

So they flew through a flaw in the flue.

(Ogden Nash)

Tis a favorite project of mine
A new value to pi to assign
I would fix 1t at three
For 1ts simpler, you see,
Than 3 point 1 4 1 5 9.



